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beautifully, and they say he wrote his speeches and
got them off by heart. He was the only orator I ever
listened to : he had a fine delivery, a beautiful voice
and a poetic and sincere way of putting things, and
what he said was always interesting and made you
think. Connolly was quite different. He was no
orator and had a bad delivery, but he never made
an uninteresting speech. He had more force and more
world-knowledge and everything he said was worth
remembering. He was so practical too. They often
seemed to me to be a complement to each other.
. . . Just been interrupted to have a visit: a Miss
Freeman—an American girl—was one of them, and
she knows you. There were three visitors and only
a quarter of an hour for visiting, so not much time
to talk.
I can't read what you have written : ' I, etc.,' that
Max has put to music. I forget the ' old woman of
Beare.' Could it be Ireland? I'll borrow Pearse's
work and read it again.
Famines are potent weapons. I would like to read
Mitchel's account of the Coalition Government before
questions about Russia and Central Europe are put.
Have you ever read Knocknagow, by Kickham ?
It's not the famine but the eviction of later years, and
it is very interesting. Did you ever hear of the Glen-
veigh evictions in 1861 ? It makes one's blood boil
to read : a high watermark of cold-blooded cruelty !
Thanks for Georges and Ransome. I agree about
the style of the Georges. You feel that he is trying
to impress you with the amount he knows and that
he is not sure enough of his facts to be precise. Ignor-
ance camouflaged by stupidity. However, he is sup-
posed to be a genius. Chesterton now: he doesn't
give you many facts, but he has ideas, though he
spoilt the book in the end by using his marvellously

